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DOES HOMER USE THE DEFINITE ARTICLE P 1 



By John A. Scott 
Northwestern University 



In our textbooks there frequently appears the statement that the 
so-called article in Homer is a demonstrative, relative, or personal 
pronoun, but its use as a true definite article is only apparent. 

The most commonly accepted origin of the definite article is that 
it was originally a demonstrative, but yielded this function, for the 
most part, to o5to?, e'«etw>?, and o8e, and thus weakening into 
the definite article, passed through a process similar to the Latin Me 
in the Romance languages, Me homo becoming French Vhomme. 
Without discussing the questions of origin or quoting the vast literature, 
I wish to state briefly certain reasons for believing that the definite 
article is freely used in Homer. 

The ancient unnamed scholiast as well as such eminently acute 
judges of Homeric language as Zenodotus and Aristarchus felt that 
Homer used the true definite article. Scholiast to A n : rbv Xpvo-rjv), 
Bid, ttjp Tagiv tov apOpov, tov apt]Tr)pa ~Kpvcn)v. B I : "AWot), on 
Zt)p68oto<; ypd<j>ei S>\\oi. B 278: avci 8' 6 irroXiTropdo 1 ; 'OoWo-eifc), 
6 fikv 'A/owrTa/9%o? fiera tov apdov, rives 8k xa>pl<; kukok. 

These three quotations, selected from many, are sufficient to 
show that the great Alexandrians had no hesitation in assigning the 
definite article to Homer. However, they are authorities of weight 
only when they had access to knowledge now lost, but in this particu- 
lar case the poems themselves were their only evidence, so that we 
can examine this evidence for ourselves. I shall apply to Homer the 
uses of the definite article most common in later Greek. 

1. The article with the demonstrative. — Each of the demonstrative 
pronouns is used with the article in Homer: o- 114: tovtov tov 

1 A full and detailed discussion of this subject is given by Hugo Koch, De Articulo 
Homerico (Leipzig, 1872); Adam Stummer, Ueber den Artikel bei Homer (Muenner- 
stadt, 1886). All examples of the definite article in Homer are published by F. Melian 
Stawell, Homer and the "Iliad," pp. 276 ff., London, 1909. 
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avakrov. r 372: ai icvves a'tBe. /8 351: iceivov oiofie'vr) tov 
icdfifiopov. It seems impossible that the article could in these 
examples have retained its demonstrative force, and yet be used in 
combination with true demonstrative pronouns. 

2. The article with an intensive pronoun. — E 396: <ovrb$ avqp. 
Z 391: ttjv avrf)V 6B6v. 1} 55: tok^cov t&v avT&v. 77 326: rj/ian 
T<p avrtp. w 334 : rrfi airi}? ayyekirj'i. 

3. The article as a simple possessive. — It is often difficult to decide 
whether or not the article is a true possessive, but these examples 
seem reasonably certain. The shade of Patroclus says to Achilles, 
"Reach me thy hand," W 75: Kai p.01 So? ttjv x e ^P a - ^492: a\\' 
aye ftoi tov 7r«uSd? ayavov p,v0ov eviaire;. These are the words with 
which the departed Achilles begs Odysseus to tell him of his son, 
"But tell me of my goodly son." I find in Homer fourteen fairly 
sure examples of the definite article as a possessive. 

4. The article with a possessive. — There are about fifty examples 
of this. The following cover practically every case occurring in 
Attic, as well as some not so occurring: ©360: Trarrjp ovfio<s. 
X 280 : tov ifibv fiopov. Z 407 : to aov fievo<;. Z 490 : tA <t' 
avrris epya. M 280: to, a, icrjXa. '^295: tov e6v re TLoBapyov. 
B 136: at Be irov r/fierepai t' a\o%ot. B 694: 6 fiev vfieTepo? 0vfw<;. 

5. With the participle. — 4> 262: tov ayovra. M* 325: tov 
•ttpov^ovra. "V 656: t$> vucrjo-avri. There are eleven examples 
of the article with the participle, all in the Iliad. 

6. Referring to something as already mentioned or well known, the 
true definite article. There are in this division, exclusive of proper 
names, about one hundred examples of the definite article. The 
dead body of Patroclus is referred to repeatedly in P as tov vmpov, 
the proffered gifts of Agamemnon are to. Bmpa, the mound erected 
in honor of Patroclus is to crrj/ia, and the bird at which the archers 
shot is 17 opvK. I find about forty-five different words so used in 
Homer. 

7. The article with proper names. — Of this there are about fifty 
examples, some of which are: B 278: 6 irToXiiropdos 'OBvao-eik. 
B595: ®dfivpiv tov ®prjiKa. Z201: ireBiov to 'AXtfiov. A 660: 
6 Tv8e(Bj)<i KpaTepb? AtofufSij?. S 213: Zr)vb<! tov apiarov. IL 358: 
Ata? 6 p,eya<i. This last phrase is echoed in Sophocles, Philoctetes 
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411: Ata? 6 fiei&v, where the definite article is not to be ques- 
tioned. The scholiast to the passage in Homer clearly recognized 
the definite article, for he says, Ata? 6 peyar, v BnrXrj, on avyicpi- 
tikw Xeyerai wp6<; tov erepov Aiavra 6 /tteya?, 6 TeXa/wowo?, eirel 
iiceivo<} fieicov. In the earlier Ameis-Hentze editions attempts were 
made to explain away the evident use of the definite article in this 
passage, but in the last edition the use of the definite article is 
admitted, "6 fieyaf, nur hier mit Artikel, um ihn von dem 330 
genannten Aias bestimmt zu unterscheiden." I may say that the 
late editions of this work completely reverse the position maintained 
by Ameis that the apparent definite article in Homer is really a 
demonstrative. 

8. The generic article. — This use seems beyond question in 
p 218: a>? alel tov opmov dyei deo? w? tov ofwlov. H 53: onriroTe Br) 
tov 6/iolov avijp eOeXyaiv ap.e'pa-cu.-. I 320: 6 r aepyos avqp. N 278: 
o re BeiXbs avqp. N 284: tov 8' ayadov. ktX. 

9. The article with adverbs. — The examples of to irplv, to irdpos, 
to Trp6o-0ev, to wdpoidev, to irpcorov, to, irpSna, to TpiTov, to 
TerapTov are many, and in most cases it is impossible to assume for 
the article the force of a demonstrative. This particular use of the 
adverb and the article is as fully developed in Homer as it is in the 
Attic tragedians, as my own investigations have shown me. 

How large a part meter played in determining the use or omission 
of the definite article it is hard to say, but it must have been often 
the deciding influence; e. g., compare these: 

A 54: ivvrjfMp fiev ava aTpaTov $%€to KrfXa deolo — ttj Be/caTy ktX. 
1 82 : evOev 8' ivvrj/iap <f>ep6fii]v oXoois avefioicrtv 

7t6vtov €7r' l"x_6v6e.vT(v ciTcip Be/eaTy ktX. 
H 193 : Trj<; Be Tpforj? TleuravBpo? ap^iof yyepAvevev 

Trj 1 } 8k T€TdpTt)<s 'qpx e yepcov fanrrjXaTa <f>oivig, 

7reju.7JT?;? 0" 'AX/ci/ieBcov ktX. 
k 240 : avThp vow fjv e/nreBos <&5 to Tra/oo? irep. 
tc 39c : avBpe*; 8' a\jr iyevovro veaTepoi, 1} irapo's r/aav. 

In view of the evident influence of meter and also the tenacity of 
epic traditions, it seems certain that the Homeric poems but faintly 
show the extent of the definite article in the age in which these poems 
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were produced, and yet despite meter and tradition there are over 
seven hundred reasonably certain examples of the definite article in 
Homer. 

CONCLUSION 

When we have such cogent examples as tovtov tov avakrov (a 114); 
ireSiov to 'AXtfiov (Z 201); tov ayovra (4> 262); tov 6/ioiov ( p 218); 
to irpiv (saepe), Ix^vo-t. tor oXiyoio-i (//. 251); to fie\av Bpvo<s (£ 12); 
Tt)v avrr)v 6B6v (Z 391), kt\., we are justified in believing that before 
the composition of the Iliad and the Odyssey 6 had fully developed 
the functions of the definite article. 



